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We are receiving reports of Trumpeter Swans wearing collars and wing tags this winter as part of our 
Citizen Science effort, Trumpeter Watch.  
Reports of all Trumpeter Swans in states near or south of the 40

th 
parallel will help us better understand 

the winter distribution of expanding Interior Population flocks (Central, Mississippi, and Atlantic 
Flyways), and the whereabouts of wintering birds of the Rocky Mountain and Pacific Coast Populations 
of the Pacific Flyway. The program runs for the winter season, Nov. 1 through May 1.  
 
Reports of marked swans are particularly valuable as they allow us to trace the origin of that bird and 
learn its age and family history. Often swans are seen at a distance, but that extra effort to read numbers 
on a collar or wing tag can be of great value. If you can take a photo, often the code can be read by 
enlarging. Here are tips on how to correctly read and report marked birds. When a collar or wing tag is 
detected, careful description of the marker (with a backup photo if possible) is important. 

 
 
 
 
Describe the type of marker: 
Collars are commonly used in the United 
States and throughout North America. 
Wing tags, as well as collars, are 
commonly used in Canada.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/
http://www.trumpeterswansociety.org/csp-trumpeter-watch.html
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State the color: Red, green, and yellow collars are most 
often used for Trumpeter Swans, while gray, black, and blue 
collars are most often used for Tundra Swans. Trumpeters are 
most frequently marked on their summering areas and correct 
reading of the code is usually needed to determine their origin. 
For Tundras, gray collars are used for wintering Atlantic Flyway 
birds; black is for birds marked on migration routes; and blue is 
for birds marked on Arctic breeding areas. There is an ongoing 
project on Tundras we are anxious to receive reports on as well 
as on Trumpeters.  
 
 

Record the unique Letter (L) / Number (#) combination: Trumpeter Swans have 3 characters 
with one letter (L##, #L#, ##L). Tundra Swans have 4-character combinations with the letter first (L###), or 
3-character combinations with two letters (LL#, L#L, #LL). Each passing year it is less likely, but there may 
be a few Trumpeters remaining from the old banding protocol that have yellow or black collars with 
4-character combinations of LL##. Mute Swans have white collars only, with 4 characters, LL##.  There are 
white, 2-character collars permitted in Utah for both Trumpeter and Tundra Swans.  
 
Note the color of the letter/number code: It will be either black or white.  

Marker information is needed in addition to carefully describing the date, location, number, and age (adult = 
white feathers, cygnet = gray feathers) of other marked or unmarked swans in the group. Notes on behavior 
are appreciated as well. Be sure to note your name and contact data. An observation form is available on our 
website in the TRUMPETER WATCH section.  

If you send a copy of your sightings report to us at The Trumpeter Swan Society, we may be able to quickly 
get information to the biologist most familiar with that group of swans. As the  
biologist has time, we often learn that bird’s history and can pass that information back to the  
reporting observer.  
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If you have found this information useful, and wish to help us track Trumpeter Swans on their winter 

range, south of the 40
th 

parallel, please join our Trumpeter Watch efforts. These are described on our 

website, or you may contact the program coordinator at  

trumpeterwatch@trumpeterswansociety.org 

 

 Your support of The Trumpeter Swan Society in its mission to assure the security and vitality of wild 

Trumpeter Swans, either as a member or a project contribution, will be greatly appreciated.  

The Trumpeter Swan Society  

12615 County Road 9, Suite 100  

 Plymouth, MN 55441-1248  
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mailto:trumpeterwatch@trumpeterswansociety.org

