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The story of the Trumpeter Swan recovery and 

restoration is one of the most remarkable in North 

American conservation history.  You are part of 

that remarkable story.  Because of your support, 

for more than 45 years The Trumpeter Swan 

Society (TTSS) has been a tireless advocate and 

partner in the restoration and conservation of wild 

Trumpeter Swans across the North American 

continent.    

 

TTSS is recognized as the continent’s leading 

authority on Trumpeter Swans.  We are the only 

entity in North America that focuses on swan 

conservation all of the time.  Thank you for your 

committed and loyal support! 

 

Our 2013 program updates and accomplishments 

include: 

 

Pacific Flyway: 

We continued long-term efforts with our partners on the reduction of lead poisoning from ingestion of lead 

shot in Washington and British Columbia.  Power line collision mitigation continued with special support from 

Puget Sound Energy. We completed our swan surveys for a 3rd year in response to a lead poisoning spike in 

the Sequim, Washington, area.  Because of federal budget issues, there was significantly less funding to  

complete lead mitigation, especially at Judson Lake, which straddles the border between Washington and 

British Columbia.  Lead poisoning has resulted in the deaths of over 2,500 swans in recent years. We      

continued to work with over 100 other conservation groups to encourage the US government to require that all 

sporting ammunition and fishing tackle be lead-free. 

 

Farmland conservation is extremely important for wintering Trumpeters in the Pacific Northwest. About  

85 percent of Trumpeters wintering in Washington are dependent on habitat provided by dairy farms. We are 

involved in public education and networking to help create land-use policies that conserve wildlife habitat and 

farms.  

Trumpeter Swans have made a comeback in Montana. Photo by Carey Smith  
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Oregon Trumpeter Swan Restoration: 

Our Oregon Trumpeter Swan Enhancement Project continued its success in 2013. We continued to assist 

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)-Oregon, Turnbull NWR-Washington, and Ruby Lake NWR- 

Nevada, with Trumpeter conservation.  Nearly 60 National Wildlife Refuges throughout the US provide 

habitat for Trumpeters sometime during the year.  

 

Greater Yellowstone Initiative and Area: 

The Greater Yellowstone area is home to the continent’s most vulnerable Trumpeter Swan population.  

Cygnets were produced in Yellowstone National Park in 2013, as they were in 2012, which is positive news 

since there was no nesting in 2011.   

 

TTSS was a partner in a new Trumpeter release project started in the Teton Basin in Idaho with the release of 

five 70-day-old cygnets. This was the first release in a 4-year program approved by the Pacific Flyway 

Council to develop a new nesting area in eastern Idaho. The goals include enhancing habitat for nesting and 

summer use by adults and increasing connectivity between northern areas and southern Idaho.  We persuaded 

a local power company to mark power lines bordering an important winter roost area on the Henry’s Fork 

River.  TTSS reprinted the classic History, Ecology and Management of the Rocky Mountain Population of 

Trumpeter Swans (1931-86) by Shea, Garton, and Ball to make a significant amount of data and analysis 

more readily available to biologists and managers. 

 

TTSS worked to improve coordination of grayling (a rare native fish) and Trumpeter Swans on Red Rock 

Lakes NWR and elsewhere in Montana’s Centennial Valley. Grayling may be listed as Threatened or 

Endangered within the next year and some of the actions that have been proposed to benefit grayling could 

cause significant damage to swan habitat in the Centennial Valley.  We researched the history of grayling 

decline in Montana dating back to the late 1800s and found a great deal of significant new information.  Our 

findings have been submitted to the US Fish and Wildlife Service. We are hopeful that our data will provide 

a basis for more effective grayling restoration and minimize negative impacts to the Centennial Valley 

Trumpeters. 

 

Interior Population:     

The Interior Population continued its remarkable growth. Iowa is a 

recent success story.  During the period 1884-1997, there were no 

nesting pairs in the state.  However, the Iowa Trumpeter Swan 

restoration program, run by Iowa DNR, reports there were 45 nesting 

pairs in 2013, with sustainable numbers now close to being reached in 

north-central and east-central Iowa.   

 

TTSS’s continuing goal for the Interior Population is expansion of 

migration to southern wintering grounds and secure high quality 

migration and wintering habitat.  We continued our work with the 

Mississippi, Central, and Atlantic Flyways to revise the Management 

Plan for the Interior Population of Trumpeter Swans and address the 

continuing expansion. 

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

Dave Hoffman from Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources’ TS Restoration program, introduces a 

Trumpeter Swan to an enthralled audience.  

Photo by Jake Waddingham, Creston News    

Advertiser 
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“Sandy Mitchell was very kind.  She had a true love and real passion for swans.  When she saw them, she 

savored every movement they made, thoroughly soaking up the experience.”  -Beverly Kingdon, Ontario 

Trumpeter Swan Restoration Group. 

Dave Mitchell, Sandra Mitchell’s husband, honored her memory and her love of 

swans, with a memorial gift to The Trumpeter Swan Society in 2013. Sandra was an 

active conservationist and ambassador for nature. She shared her abiding love of 

animals and plants with her husband, Dave.  Together, they established an all-natural, 

environmentally friendly insect control business in Stevensville, Ontario.  As a TTSS 

member, Dave continues their shared passion for swans and is particularly concerned 

about the lethal impact of lead poisoning in birds of all kinds. 

The Abel family generously donated memorial tributes for Arthur Abel, father of Becky Abel, TTSS Associate 

Director. The Greater Polson Community Foundation honored Dale Becker’s contribution to their community 

with a donation in his name in 2013.  
 

We are so grateful for these gifts of love and honor supporting our swan conservation efforts.  Thank you. 

 

2013 GIFTS OF LOVE AND HONOR 

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPORT (CONT.) 

Coordination and Advocacy: 

As in past years, TTSS advocated for the continued rangewide 

communications and coordination of Trumpeter Swan surveys 

and conservation activities throughout North America.  This 

included attendance at Flyway Council meetings, an update at 

the National Flyway Council Meeting at the North American 

Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference, and other key 

meetings. 

 

TTSS also continued discussions with the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Canadian Wildlife Service, and all four 

Flyway Councils about the upcoming 2015 North American 

Trumpeter Swan Survey. This survey is the official  

population assessment tool and is conducted every 5 years. 

Funding and use of consistent techniques is always an issue. 

 

Outreach and Education:    

In 2013, TTSS continued planning for the 5th International Swan Symposium and 23rd Trumpeter Swan 

Society Conference held in Easton, Maryland, in early 2014, requesting research papers from swan experts 

around the world, and raising conference support funds through sponsorships and other donations.   

 

Ontario has seen the successful comeback of the Trumpeter 

Swan thanks to dedication of many including The Ontario 

Trumpeter Swan Restoration Group. Photo by Burl Garface  
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Operations and Administration: 

The Trumpeter Swan Society began a significant transition 

period in 2013 as John Cornely announced his desire to step 

down as Executive Director on 31 December and take a new 

voluntary position as Senior Conservation Advisor.  John 

remains very active with TTSS and will continue to be so for 

the foreseeable future.  He will continue to be the primary 

liaison with government agencies and work on special 

projects enhancing our program capabilities.   

 

We continued the diversification of our Board of Directors 

with the addition of Carey Smith, former Pacific Coast Joint 

Venture Coordinator, who worked for the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service for more than 36 years; Sara Street, the 

Executive Director of Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre, a Canadian 

nonprofit in Ontario actively involved in Trumpeter restora-

tion; Jeff Nelson, former CEO of Ducks Unlimited Canada,  

now working for the World Wildlife Fund in Montana; and 

Dave Hoffman, a wildlife research technician with Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources, who has been involved 

with DNR's Trumpeter Swan restoration program since 1995.   

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Long-term Administrative Assistant, Lynn Lovett, resigned in the fall of 2013 to spend more time on other 

activities.  Lynn provided excellent support for many years, often going above and beyond the call of duty to 

help the staff keep the organization advancing.  Lynn will be missed.  TTSS was very fortunate to hire Mary 

Gillette to take over Lynn’s responsibilities with very little delay. 

 

Our membership challenge match program continued in 2013 funded by one of our Directors.  We purchased 

our first membership data management system and began its installation, increasing our fundraising capability 

and streamlining our administrative workload.   

 

Our success in assuring the vitality and welfare of wild Trumpeter Swans is because of your ongoing and loyal 

support.  We thank you, all of our donors and supporters, who made 2013 a year of many successes.  While 

there is more work to be done, we know all we have accomplished has been because of your generous support.  

Thank you!  

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPROT 

All we have accomplished has been    
because of your generous support.   
Thank you! 



Trumpetings  Vol. XXIV  No. 2                                                                                                                    August  2014  5 

THANK YOU, FRIENDS, FOR YOUR YEARS OF SUPPORT! 

2013 Financial Statement 

 

Foundations and Grants: 

 

Fanwood Foundation 

Felburn Foundation 

Foley-Frischkorn Wildlife Conservation Fund 

Bob and Marie Gallo Foundation 

Arthur and Elaine Johnson Foundation 

William J. & Shirley A. Maeck Family Foundation 

National Audubon Society, Inc. 

Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation 

Patagonia 

Puget Sound Energy 

Robert and Ellen Bach Foundation 

Summerlee Foundation 

Wianko Family Trust 

Windway Foundation 

Yellowstone to Yukon 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

US Forest Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our donors include these long-time supporters listed 

in the year of their first donation to TTSS: 

 

1968-79 (34– 45 years) 

 

Edgar Bailey & Nina Faust 

Winston & Connie Banko 

Donald & Sibyl Cochran 

Bruce Conant 

Timothy & Carol Dyhr 

Laurence & Mary Gillette 

Dr. Donald Hammer 

James Hawkings 

Robert Jones 

Junior & Bonnie Kerns 

James King 

Rod King 

George Knapp 

Eugene Majerowicz 

William Quirk III 

Ruby Lake NWR 

Ruth Shea & Rod Drewien 
Dr. William J.L. Sladen 

John Turner 

David & Kitty Weaver  

David Williams   

 

 _______________________________________ 

 

“It is a privilege to serve the       
Society for such a long period!”  
                          Winston E. Banko 
 ___________________________________________ 

 

We cannot accomplish all we do without your financial and in-kind support.  It is because of you, Trumpeter Swans 

have made a  successful comeback in so many areas of the continent.  We celebrate our 2013 donors and your loyal 

support. Thank you! 

Balance Sheet 

December 31, 2013 

 

Assets: 

Current Assets              $  56,611 

Other Assets                 $115,134 

Total Assets                  $171,745 

 

Liabilities & Equity   

Open. Balance Equity    $  8,245 

Temp. Rest. Net Assets  $96,435 

Unrestricted Net Assets  $22,917 

Net Income                     $44,148 

Total Equity                  $171,745 

Income Statement 

December 2013 

 

Revenue 

Grants               $112,220 

Donations         $  73,920 

Other                $    4,789 

Total                 $190,929 

 

Expenses 

Program           $109,938 

Fundraising      $  15,879 

Management    $  20,964 

Total                 $146,781 

Left: Another Trumpeter Swan success story is Wyoming’s 

Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge. In the winter of 

2013-14, more than 300 Trumpeter Swans were reported 

on the refuge. Photo by Tom Koerner 



Trumpetings Vol. XXIV   No. 2                                                                                                            August 2014  6 

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

 1980-89 (24-33 years) 

 
Becky Abel 

Jan Ahlgren 

Judith Anderson 

Joanna Barlow (Amos Faux-

Burhans) 

Lawrence Blus 

Thomas Burgess 

Radm. John & Anne Cronin 

Richard & Mary Ann Cuneo 

Beverly & Norman Dann 

Laurel Degernes, DVM 

Delta Waterfowl Research Station 

Jeff Dimatteo 

Kenneth Dubke 

Linda Felver 

Ronald Funes 

Jim Gloe 

Mrs. Lorren Becker Grandle 

Vance Grannis Jr. 

Todd Grant 

Dr. Alwin Green 

David Hartwell 

Jack Hodges 

Mimi Hogan 

Sarah Hummingbird 

Gary Ivey 

Martha Jordan 

Nancy Kohlberg 

Rolf Kraft 

Robert & Connie Landis 

Harry Lumsden 

Mary Maj 

Carl Mitchell 

Wendell Mohling 

Joan Naeseth 

George Richardson 

Janet Hall Schempf 

Diane & Mark Studley 

Karen Bollinger 

William Wheeler 

Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

1990–99 (14-23 years) 

 
Gisele Barrett 

Mary Bishop 

Dan Braun 

Tim & Wendy Brockish 

Louis Bruno 

John Burchard 

Mary Burgess Bote 

Barbara Burgess Hendrick 

Roland Burns 

Jack Buzek 

Mikell Callahan 

Judy Chrysler & Kelly Kline 

Clarke County Conservation 

Confed. Salish & Kootenai Tribes of 

the Flathead Nation 

Gregory Cook 

Dr. Ronald & Elizabeth Cordes 

John Cornely 

Christian Dau 

Loretta Dessen 

Fred Engelman Jr. 

Lisa & Bob Erickson 

Dorothy Gillette 

Daniel & Rosa Gomez 

Karen Harris 

Kathy Heidel 

Carole & Norman Hofley 

Barry W. Hollritt 

Rod, Annette, & Patti Hug 

Dean & Kathryn Johnson 

Ray Kieler 

Beverly & Ray Kingdon 

Allan & Mary Kollar 

Joanne Luebbert 

Larry & Gail Mayo 

Carolyn & Wilbur McDowell 

Stephen & Julie McGrath 

James Meger Family 

Stephen & Marla Kay Morrow 

Donna Moser 

Ralph Munro 

Mary Nelson 

Paula Neumann 

Joan Parsons 

Susan Patla 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Paul 

Margaret & Mike Pelletier 

Richard W. Perkins 

Pheasant Farms, LLC (Tim & Kathy 

Crawford) 

Maxine Phillips 

Frank Pickett 

Nathaniel Reed 

Dr. Shelly Sampson Gordon 

Rodney Sather 

Larry & Arleen Schinke 

Michael & Constance Schwitters 

Jane & Steve Sekelsky 

Jim Sessions 

Sally Shanks 

James Snowden 

Scott & Cindy Snyder 

Laurie Solchenberger 

Venna Sparks 

Martin St. Louis 

Walt McCarthy & Clara Ueland 

Stephen Unfried 

Dr. & Mrs. G.A. Vanner 

Barry Wallace 

Jane Noll West 

Marian White 

Anne Young 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yukon is home to a thriving population of       

Trumpeter Swans which return to breed in early spring. 

Photo by Dave Weaver 
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2000-09 (4-13 years) 

 

Peg Abbott 

Kenneth Alhadeff 

Don & Jan Allen 

Ralph & Regina Anavy 

Virginia Anderson 

Ron & Martha Andrews 

Bill Barthen 

Elaine Basbanes 

Liz & Bob Bathgate 

Julia Bent 

Frederick B. Bevis 

Don & Donna Blegen 

Timothy & Rebecca Blodgett 

Robert Blohm 

Brad & Sandra Staples-Bortner 

Jacqueline Boss 

Stephen Bouffard 

Laura Leigh Brakke 

D-Ann Brock 

Phyllis Browning 

Helen Carlson 

Catherine Cooper 

Liz McNett Crowl 

Susan Cygnet 

John Decker 

James Dubovsky 

Ducks Unlimited, Inc. 

Katy Duffy 

Nancy & Peter Dyson 

Pat Eason 

Bruce Ehresman 

Alice Elshoff 

Craig Ely 

Bud & Gingy Ferguson 

Nancy Fitzgerald 

Arnold Fredrickson 

Elisabeth Garland 

Judy & James Geary 

Jim Gillund 

Glacial Lake Cranberries 

Mrs. Lisa Gorenflo 

Marvin John Gradert 

Cynthia Gray 

David Grimwood, MD 

David Clive Grindon 

Helmut Grunberg 

Mahlon & Mary Jean Hale 

Jerry Haynes 

Gill Henderson 

Richard Hickner 

Kyna Intini 

Martha Johnson 

Richard & Kate Johnson 

Kittitas Audubon Society 

Jeffrey & Darcy Klausmann 

Cindy Klein 

Don Knutzen 

Kari Koehler & Tobin Sobaski 

Mary Jane & Irving Langill 

Philip & Ellen Leavitt 

Gary Lewis 

Madeleine & Richard Linck 

Joan Linde 

Perry & Mavis Linder 

Donald & June Lord 

Brad Lown 

James Ludwig 

Cindy & Tom Lund 

Sue Madison 

William Maeck 

Joseph Mazzoni 

Carol McIntyre 

Sunny McMillan 

Mimi McMillen 

Sharon Mick 

Marilyn Miller 

Joan Montanari 

Robert Morgan 

Ed & Beth Morsman 

Maryanne Mott 

Christopher Noonan 

Charles O’Clair 

David Olson 

Patrica Owens 

Carol Palmatier 

Robert H. Peterson 

Gerald & Linda Plowman 

Tom Pratum 

Ronald Reynolds 

John & Gail Richardson 

Peggy Ridgway 

Jan Rowedder 

Richard Russell 

Patricia Ryan 

Claudia & Roger Salquist 

Jim & Kay Satre 

Ronald Savey 

Lee & Linda Scheuermann 

Marcyes Schmaus 

Joshua Schmidt 

Valorie Schroeder 

Mrs. John Schroeder 

Jerry & Bernadette Serie 

Dave Sharp 

Lyle Siddoway 

Karen Smallman 

Adonia Henry & William Smith 

Sydney Sparkes 

Lynn Spicer-Tucker 

Q. Dick Stephen-Hassard 

Russell Studebaker 

Walter & Gay Sturgeon 

Karyl Swartz 

Earl Tappenden 

Eric Taylor 

Dr. David Trauger 

Wilbert Trentmann 

Marge Trevorrow 

Washington State Dairy Federation 

Sonny Wainwright 

Edith Walden 

Anne Wandler 

Liz Washburn 

Rick Webb 

Jan Westwater 

Swans at Monticello, Minnesota, where more than 

one thousand congregate each winter to the delight of 

visitors. Photo by Arnie Fredrickson 
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Joanne Whiteman 

William Whitman 

Ramon Whitney Family 

Steve Wilds 

Khristi Wilkins & Paul Padding 

Lisbeth Ann Williams 

Donald Wright 

 

2010-13 (1–3 years) 

 
Marilyn Abato 

Mary and Arthur Abel 

Liz Abel 

Clarence Verlon Abram 

Linda Allen 

Ann Anders 

Michael Anderson 

Tony & Laurie Andrews 

Nada Antoun 

Patrick Arciniega 

Atlantic Flyway Council 

Avian Power Line Interaction Comm. 

Charles Ayers 

Andrew Bach 

Dale Becker 

Lee Bennett 

Maggie Berch 

Irene Billa & Ellen Brubaker 

Feryll Blanc 

William Bradley 

Gillian Brightwater 

Alice Brower-Cicek 

Gertrude Brubaker 

William Buchanan Jr. 

Angela Burnett 

Galen Buterbaugh 

Joseph Cadarlu 

Forrest Cameron 

Center for Biological Diversity 

Central Flyway Council 

Robert & Connie Chapman 

Lucille Coleman 

John Cooper 

Janice Cornely 

Melanie Crandon 

Raina Cunningham 

George Darrow 

Susan & Mark Denham 

Sabrina Dennis 

Charlie Deutsch 

Ed & Dawn Diebold 

Wayne Diederichs 

David Douglass 

Robert Dreyer 

Ducks Unlimited Canada 

Catherine Dufault 

Debra Durkopp 

Louise Edsell 

S. Elander 

Elk Island National Park 

John Ellis 

Alexis Faust 

Lynn Feryus 

M.J. Fischer 

Cindy Flanagan 

Tom & Pamela Foggin 

Edward & Ginny Garton 

Don & Marge Gibson 

Leslie Gillette 

Nancy Gloman 

Herman & Linda Griese 

Doug Haight 

Lois Hales 

Joe & Beth Halladay 

Robert Hammer 

Rebecca Hannigan 

Ted Hanson 

Carlene Hardt 

Cassidy Harrington 

Steve & Char Harryman 

Jane Hartline 

Geoffrey Haskett 

Gayleen Hays 

Patricia Healy 

Sue Ellen Heflin 

Charles Henny 

Henry’s Fork Foundation 

Allie Hieneck 

Tod Highsmith 

Steve Hinds 

Jim Hoefler 

David Hoffman 

Thomas Holmes 

Evelyn Horn 

Wendy Hubenthal 

Max & Jan Hunt 

Richard Hunt 

Shannon Jensen 

Naomi Johnson 

Stacy Johnson 

Mrs. Edith Jordan 

Jean Kapala 

Katchin Waterfowl Foundation 

Kellogg Bird Sanctuary 

Theodore Kerasote 

Rod Klus 

Terry & Mary Kohler 

Robert & Cindy Kutsagoitz 

Sue Lackey 

Cameron LaFollette 

Dr. David Larson 

Vivian Lee 

Donna Lewis & Freda Stronach 

Amy Lientz 

Mark Lindvall 

Carol Lively 

Pamela Wright Lloyd 

Loll Designs 

Long Point Waterfowl 

Lynn & Shawn Lovett 

Margaret Lunnum 

Ellen & Clyde MacDonald 

Will Madison 

Myrna Mahin 

Terry Mair 

Maryland Ornithological Society 

Anne Matthews 

Jamie McCarthy 

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

The Iowa Trumpeter Swan restoration program is a true 

success story with 45 nesting pairs in 2013. Photo by 

Dave Hoffman 
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Richard & Louise McLachlin 

Carrie McClelland 

Lindsey & Bruce McClure 

Lynn McConnell 

Michael McCullough 

Marcia Melton 

Midnight Sun AAZK Chapter 

Vic Miles 

Gail Miller 

Dean Millsap 

Mississippi Flyway Council 

David and Sandra Mitchell 

Matt & Tracy Mixdorf 

Steven Mlodinow 

Keith & Meredith Morehouse 

Eric Morrison 

Marcia Mueller 

David & Lynda Myers 

Arne Myrabo 

Steph Nathan 

National Wildlife Refuge Assoc. 

Jeffrey Nelson 

George & Joann Nichols 

Leslie & Alvaro Nieves 

John Oakes 

Kevin O’Brien 

Curt & Sandy Oien 

Pacific Flyway Council 

Debra Patla 

Terry Powell 

James Pulliam 

John Reddington 

The Regal Swan Foundation, Inc. 

Jim & Jennie Ringelman 

Eugene Roark 

James Roscoe 

Madeline Rose 

Michael Rosenberg 

Tom Rothe 

Mike Savino 

Susan Sayre 

Eric Scheuering 

John Schulz 

Allison Seelig 

Rebecca Seibel-Hunt 

Earl & Virginia Senger 

Sheila Settles 

Charles Shaver 

Wayne Shawl 

Eddie Shea 

Kate Shellie-Stram 

Carey & Candi Smith 

J.C. Smith 

Jeffrey Snyder 

Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society 

Jonna Stiff 

Robyn & Todd Stiles 

Talbot County Bird Club 

John Tautin 

The Teijen Family 

Stanley Temple 

Carmen Thomas 

Bethany Trudeau 

Alexandra Vargo 

Dr. Terry Vaughan 

Jan Viney 

Mark Vrtiska 

Mrs. Wachtel’s 3rd Grade 

Jeffery Waggoner 

Michael Waite 

Irving Warner 

Stuart Watson 

Gwendolyn Way 

Al & Kate Werner 

Bill & Karen West 

Sue Wood 

Kathy & Carl Woodward 

 

 

 

Memorials 

 

Arthur Abel 

 Tom & Birgit Bach 

 Karen Bassler 

 Lisa Binkley 

 Marge Carlson 

 Lucille Coleman 

 Laura England 

 Chad Forrest 

 Laura Gray 

 Marlene Grossman 

 Jennifer Johnson 

 Mary Linton 

 Julie Morgan 

 Catherine Owen 

 Maureen Rowe 

 Anne Sayers 

 Susan Sayre 

 Alyce Walden 

 Lya Wodraska 

 Bruce Woodbury 

 Donna Youngman 
 

Sandra Mitchell 

 David Mitchell 

 

Tribute 

 

Dale Becker 

 The Greater Polson  

             Community Foundation 

 
 

Thank you for your 

commitment to 

swan conservation! 

 

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY 2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

The Greater Yellowstone area contains the continent’s 

most vulnerable Trumpeter Swan population.  Photo by 

Jess Lee 
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The North American Trumpeter Swan Survey was first conducted in 1968 and since 1975, has been  

completed every 5 years.  It serves as a cooperative rangewide survey that monitors the status of Trumpeter 

Swans on the continent, involving the coordinated effort of federal, state, and provincial agencies,               

nongovernmental agencies, and private volunteers across the United States and Canada.  It is recognized as 

the only population assessment tool able to advise swan managers and biologists on the status of Trumpeters 

throughout their range.  

    ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

    

 

 

    ________________________________________________________________________________ 

    

In recent years, limited budgets and competing priorities at the federal and state level have challenged 

biologists and administrators in providing the necessary support for its completion.  In 2010, a significant 

redesign of the survey in Alaska and portions of Canada helped optimize effort and reduce all costs, including 

logistical costs.  Other cooperators, however, found it difficult to meet survey objectives, and questioned  

their ability to participate in future surveys. The next survey is scheduled for 2015. 

 

In response to these ever-increasing difficulties and challenges, an international Trumpeter Swan steering 

committee was created within the existing Flyway Council structure. This six-member committee includes     

the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Canadian Wildlife Service, state agencies, and The Trumpeter Swan 

Society (TTSS), and involves other flyway points of contacts and associates in the United States and Canada.  

Bob Blohm, member of TTSS Board of Directors, represents the Society on the steering committee.  TTSS 

strongly recommended this approach following the completion of the 2010 survey. 

 

The committee was charged with (1) facilitating the planning and coordination of the 2015 survey; and        

(2) conducting a comprehensive review of the survey to ensure that it is cost-effective, technically sound, and 

meets current management needs and objectives. 

 

To date, the committee has participated in a series of 

conference calls, focusing on its short-term responsibil-

ity with regard to the 2015 survey.   Following these 

discussions, the committee developed a series of 

recommendations regarding the survey objectives and 

the types of data that should be collected in 2015, along 

with identified funding needs prioritized by survey 

region.  

 

These recommendations were presented to the Flyway 

Councils at their summer meetings in July and should be 

instrumental in guiding decisions of agency administra-

tors and cooperators in support of the 2015 survey.  

 

UPDATE ON THE 2015 SWAN SURVEY 

...the committee developed a series of recommendations regarding 
the survey objectives...  

Ontario leucistic swan H11 with her first brood of cygnets. Photo by 

Anne Kramar 
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CANADA:  

Alberta: Brian Clampitt — Red Deer;  

              Madeline Hombert — Hyth  

 

USA: 

Alaska: Charlene Huhndorf — Ninilchik 

Arkansas: James Kane — Little Rock 

California: Richard Lanman — Los Altos 

Illinois: John Smith — Lake Forest 

Iowa:  James Demro — Marengo 

Michigan: Shalimar Maynard — Okemos;  

                 Merrick Morehouse—Mason 

Virginia: K.T. & Jerry Archer — Amissville 

Washington: Darlene  Granberg — Snohomish; 

                     Joe La Tourrette—Olympia 

Wisconsin: Margaret & Ken Smith — River Falls 

TTSS WELCOMES NEW 2014 MEMBERS 

 

I support Trumpeter Swan conservation. 

 

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift. 

 
Name_________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________ 

 

City__________________  State______   Zip_________ 

 

Phone_________________________________________ 

 

Email_________________________________________ 
 

Membership Levels:   

Individual ___ $35      Student/Retired ___$25 

Family     ____$50   

Other   ___ $100   ____$250   ___$500   ____$1000 

    _______ $ Surprise us! 

Yes! 
 

Renew my membership                                $________ 

  

Use in the areas of greatest need                  $________ 

 

North American Swan Fund (Endowment) $________  

 

I prefer to give by:  

 ____ Check, payable to TTSS 

 ____ Credit Card   __ Visa   ___ MC   ___ Discover ___ AmEx 

 

Card #______________________________________________ 

 

Card Expiration date ______/______ 

 

CVC security code (3 digits) ___________ 

 

Name as it appears on Card _____________________________ 

 

Signature____________________________________________ 

OR  donate online at 

www.trumpeterswansociety.org 

Mail to: The Trumpeter Swan Society,  

12615 Country Rd. 9, Plymouth, MN  55441-1248 

Thank you! 

Renew- Help us in our areas of greatest need - Leave a legacy gift to our Endowment Fund 

The Ontario Trumpeter Restoration Group actively monitors their 

swan population and shares sightings, threats, and updates with 

each other.  Photo by Anne Kramar 

We warmly welcome TTSS Board Members Dave Hoffman and Carl Woodward 
(learn more about them in our next  issue of Trumpetings). 
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Washington, and Polson, Montana 

Dave Hoffman, Vice President, Clear Lake, Iowa 

Ruth Shea, Treasurer, Vale, Oregon, and Blackfoot, 

Idaho 

Dale Becker, Polson, Montana 

Bob Blohm, Bowie, Maryland 

Laurence N. Gillette, Mound, Minnesota 
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