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GREETINGS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
We decided to take a different approach to this issue of Trumpetings.
Although we receive numerous compliments on the content of our
newsletter, we have a feeling that snippets of news don’t give our
members a full picture of the scope of our programs continentwide. So,
this issue attempts to give you an overview of much of what we are
doing. Every year, we set priorities based on our 5-year Strategic Plan
and we stick to that plan closely. You may read the entire plan by
following a link on our website. This issue also includes our 2012 Annual
Report highlighting our accomplishments last year. We accomplish a lot
of swan conservation with minimal staff and a small budget. We
welcome your feedback about Trumpetings.

In addition to the overview and annual report, we announce our new travel opportunities with TTSS through our partner
Naturalist Journeys and announce our next conference in concert with the 5th International Swan Symposium. You can
get Trumpetings in living color via e-mail and save us the postage. Send us a note at TTSS@trumpeterswansociety.org
to take advantage of this opportunity.
We would like to welcome Carey Smith to the TTSS Board of Directors. Carey splits his time between Vancouver,
Washington, and Polson, Montana. He recently retired from the Pacific Coast Joint Venture affiliated with the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan. He has many years of experience with waterfowl and wetland issues and all
aspects of project management. Carey will be a valuable asset to the Society.
Trumpeters are beginning to move north and the nesting season is not that far off. Enjoy the spring! - John Cornely

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY
CONTINENTWIDE SWAN ADVOCACY AND MANAGEMENT COORDINATION
North America’s native swans, Trumpeter and Tundra, are migratory birds. Because migratory birds cross national
boundaries, their conservation is governed by international migratory
bird treaties between the United States and four other countries:
Canada, Mexico, Japan, and Russia. The first of these treaties was
negotiated between Great Britain (for Canada) and the United States
and was signed in 1916. It was implemented in Canada by the
Migratory Bird Convention Act of 1917 and in the US by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act of 1918. What this means for Trumpeter Swans is that
the Federal Governments share the primary responsibility for their
conservation. Provinces, states, and territories play an important role
as well, but their efforts must conform to federal migratory bird
regulations and policies.

THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY’S ROLE

As you know, these governments and their agencies
have many responsibilities. The time spent on swans
and any other issue is greatly influenced by politics that
control priorities and funding.
The lead federal
agencies for wildlife conservation, the Canadian Wildlife
Service and the US Fish and Wildlife Service, have a
multitude of wildlife and wildlife habitat issues to deal
with. The same is true for the wildlife agencies at the
provincial, territorial, and state levels. The only entity
in North America that focuses on swan conservation
all of the time is TTSS. Although we are a small
nonprofit with limited funding, we focus all of our time
and energy on swans, which enables us to focus on
crucial details, as well as on the “big picture” and longterm historic trends.
One of our most important tasks is to interact with
agencies to inform them of threats to Trumpeter Swans
and the habitats they depend on throughout North
America. We do this through attendance at important
meetings and participation in the continental flyway
management process, which integrates state, territorial,
and provincial wildlife agencies into the migratory bird
management process. One of the most important roles
of TTSS is to keep agency and public attention focused
on swans, their status, and their needs in order to
achieve our Mission: To assure the vitality and welfare
of wild Trumpeter Swan populations in North America.
We help write and review Trumpeter Swan
management plans. We also review many other plans
and decision documents that have the potential to
either enhance or adversely impact swan populations.
Our staff and Board members are all engaged in efforts
to coordinate with agencies, advocate for swans, and
find ways to build effective partnerships.
The demands for TTSS engagement in this “behind the
scenes” but critical swan conservation work easily exceed
our current capacity and account for the largest portion of
our program work. Your donations are vital to our ability to
work effectively on a continentwide scale.

LEAD POISONING
Trumpeter Swans continue to ingest lead and die from
lead poisoning decades after lead shot was banned for
waterfowl hunting in the US and Canada. Over 3,000
Trumpeter deaths have been documented in
Washington State and British Columbia alone in recent
years. Because carcasses are often reduced to feather
piles before they are retrieved and thus the cause of
death cannot be determined, we know this is a
conservative estimate. Some Trumpeters also perish
after ingesting lead fishing sinkers. Sinkers are also
ingested by loons causing them to die. It is legal to hunt
some other species of migratory birds, upland game
birds, and big game with lead. Some of this hunting,
such as for Mourning Doves, pheasants, and woodcock,
takes place in the vicinity of wetlands used by swans
and other waterfowl. Lead shot is used for target
practice for skeet, trap, and sporting clays shoots.
Lead can be very persistent in the environment and
cause problems several decades after it is deposited.
California Condors and other scavenging birds are
ingesting fragments of lead bullets from unretrieved big
game carcasses.
These problems have been
documented in hundreds of research studies in spite of
some groups saying there is insufficient evidence for us
to base remedial actions on. There are nontoxic
alternatives available for all of these activities. That is
why TTSS has taken an
active role and joined
with over a 100 other
conservation groups
to get toxic lead out of
sporting ammunition
and fishing tackle.
Our Board, staff, and
membership include
numerous
hunters
and anglers. Hunters
and anglers initiated
wildlife and fisheries
conservation in North

America and should be leading this campaign. This is
simply being good stewards of our natural resources.
SWAN DEATHS FROM POWER LINE COLLISIONS

Large birds like swans are not as maneuverable as their
smaller relatives and are more prone to collide with
overhead structures like power lines. After lead
poisoning, this is one of the leading human-related
causes of swan mortality throughout the range of
Trumpeter Swans. TTSS has been active throughout the
continent working with agencies, power companies, and
the public to mark power lines, making them more
visible to birds particularly where lines cross wetlands
utilized by swans and other migratory birds. When a
bird is injured or dies by electrocution or collision it is a
violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, a federal law.
We have ongoing special projects funded by grants to
help reduce power-line-caused mortality to swans and
other birds.

TRUMPETER WATCH
A CITIZEN SCIENCE EFFORT TO DOCUMENT THE
EXPANDING RANGE OF TRUMPETER SWANS DURING
MIGRATION & WINTER
As the nesting flocks of the Interior Population of
Trumpeters have reached critical numbers and the rate
of growth accelerated, more
birds have pioneered into
vacant habitat areas.
The
original nesting-pair goals were
achieved, but the swans had
lost
the
migration
and
wintering traditions of their
ancestors. This loss of tradition
has long been a concern of
swan experts throughout the
continent. However, as more
birds began to pioneer, swans
were observed in areas that had not been occupied by
Trumpeters for a century or more. The fragmented
nature of swan monitoring and management was not
capturing these changes effectively, so TTSS initiated

Trumpeter Watch in 2009 to assist the federal and state
managers in documenting recent changes in migration
and winter distribution. The preliminary results have
been valuable at delineating changes in distribution.
Because TTSS has no dedicated funding for this effort, it
is difficult to stay on top of the observations and
summarize them. It is almost entirely a volunteer effort
dependent on interested citizens to report and in some
cases
organize
the
efforts. Our outstanding
model as to how this can
work is in northeastern
Missouri
where
a
partnership
has
developed among TTSS,
government agencies,
Audubon members and
the Riverlands Migratory
Bird Sanctuary. These
partners have been
doing amazing work on
timing of migration, winter distribution, numbers of
swans, locations of marked birds, and local movements.
With additional funding and volunteers, this type of
effort could be replicated in other areas. Our July issue
of Trumpetings will report on this in detail.
MONITORING POPULATIONS STATUS
The rangewide survey completed every 5 years is the
official status survey for Trumpeter Swans. It is the only
tool available to monitor the population status of
Trumpeter Swans. If the survey is not completed, we
will have no accurate population status information for
the first time since 1968. Historically, this survey was
funded by regional offices of the US Fish and Wildlife
Service and Canadian Wildlife Service, and provincial
and state wildlife agencies. These partners no longer
have sufficient resources to pay for the work. TTSS has
called on the central offices of the two federal agencies
to increase their roles in the survey,
including funding.
They are
ultimately responsible for swan
conservation.
SCIENCE AND RESEARCH
TTSS strongly advocates sciencebased wildlife management. We
encourage research on all aspects of
Trumpeter Swan biology, ecology,
and management to support
informed decisions that will advance
Trumpeter Swan conservation. The main tools we use
to encourage and support science and research are
TTSS biennial conferences and grants from our
endowment, The North American Swan Fund.

have helped to identify lead poisoning “hot spots,”
collect dead and injured swans, map important swan
use areas, and educate the general public on the issues
that adversely impact swans, other waterbirds, and
their important habitats.
Although lead poisoning
problems continue in some areas, thousands of hours of
work by our partners and TTSS, supported by significant
TTSS grants, have significantly reduced swan deaths.

PACIFIC COAST POPULATION
CONSERVATION & ISSUES

POWER LINE COLLISIONS
We also work with power companies to identify
sections of power lines where collisions occur, so they
can be marked with devices to make them more visible
to birds. Most of our program in Washington is
accomplished through our very active working group,
Washington Swan Stewards (WSS), led by Martha
Jordan. We have more members in Washington State
than in any other state or province. This is quite
appropriate because of the thousands of Trumpeters
wintering in Washington and the habitat loss and
mortality problems there.
WSS assists agencies in
monitoring swan numbers and distribution in western
Washington, provides environmental education directly
related to swans and wetlands, and provides
consultation with agencies, utility companies, tribes,
and citizens on swan conservation.

The Pacific Coast Population (PCP) includes almost 60
percent of North America’s Trumpeter Swans. They
nest in Alaska, the Yukon, the Northwest Territories,
and northern British Columbia, and winter primarily in
western Washington and British Columbia. Historically,
Trumpeters wintered as far south as the Los Angeles
basin in California. A few winter in Oregon’s Willamette
Valley and we receive sporadic reports from northern
California. The most serious issues for this region
include habitat loss, lead poisoning, and power line
collisions. TTSS is actively engaged in all of these
problems in the Pacific Northwest, and is working to
insure that important monitoring efforts, such as the
Five-Year Rangewide Surveys continue.
HABITAT LOSS
In the nesting areas, climate change is resulting in the
loss of Interior Alaska wetlands as permafrost melts. It
is unclear how this will affect PCP Trumpeters in the
long term, but the annual growth rate in 2005-10 of 1.4
percent was markedly lower than the 6.5 percent
observed in 2000-05 and the long-term average of 5.4
percent in 1968-2010. The next rangewide survey in
2015 will help us understand if the growth rate of this
population is significantly declining.
On the wintering grounds, wetlands and agricultural
lands that provide habitat for swans have declined.
Recent increases in wintering Snow Geese have raised
concerns about competition with swans for declining
wintering resources.

MONITORING
The nesting areas of PCP
Trumpeters are distributed
across vast areas of Alaska, the
Yukon, British Columbia, and
the Northwest Territories. The costs to complete the
rangewide survey every 5 years have grown
tremendously. Funding the survey has become more
and more difficult throughout the continent particularly
in Alaska. The next survey is scheduled for 2015 and
much work is needed to secure the necessary funding
so this critical survey can be done. TTSS is playing a key
role in this effort. Find more on the Pacific Coast Population at

LEAD POISONING
Several thousand Trumpeters, in addition to Tundra
Swans, have died from lead poisoning after swallowing
lead shot pellets that were left in the soil from shooting
activities in past years. TTSS has been a primary partner
in efforts to reduce the deaths of swans from lead
poisoning and has been a strong advocate for
preserving dairy farms, other agricultural lands, and
wetlands that provide important winter habitat. We
Trumpetings Vol. XXIII No. 1
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN POPULATON
By Ruth Shea

In the early 1900s, as Trumpeter Swans
were thought to be near extinction,
about 70 adults persisted year-round in
and near Yellowstone National Park and
about 100 survived in Alberta. By the
1970s, marking studies revealed that
most of the Canadian Trumpeters
wintered with resident nesting swans in
the Greater Yellowstone region. Today,
the descendants of these two groups
comprise the Rocky Mountain Population (RMP). The Canadian Flocks have
recolonized nesting habitat from central Yukon to central Alberta and now
include over 6,000 adults, with most continuing to winter in Greater
Yellowstone.

species and minimize damage to
Trumpeter Swan habitat from fish
management actions.

HABITAT PROTECTION AND
IMPROVEMENT

The RMP/US Flocks still nest primarily in the Greater Yellowstone region, with
small restoration flocks now found in western Montana, Oregon, Nevada,
southwest Wyoming, and extreme southeast Idaho. Red Rock Lakes NWR in
Montana’s Centennial Valley is their single-most important nesting area. The
RMP/US Flocks are currently the most vulnerable breeding group in North
America, with a total of about 500 adults, including about 100 nesting pairs.
The loss of historic southerly migrations and resulting bottleneck of wintering
swans in eastern Idaho leaves a large portion of the RMP vulnerable to winter
mortality during severe winters. In addition, nesting swans in Greater
Yellowstone face problems from human disturbance, declining water supplies
due to climate change and increasing human demands, and competition with
Canadian Trumpeters for limited winter habitat. These issues have been a
major focus of TTSS for decades.
TTSS will focus on four major projects in
2013 noted below. In addition, we’ll
provide data and technical expertise to
agencies and provide swan information
to schools and communities whenever
possible.
RESTORATION VISION PROJECT
We are working with scientists to analyze long-term population and habitat
data to clarify the factors that influence swan mortality and productivity,
identify what numbers and distribution are needed to ensure population
viability, and provide recommendations to improve the status of swans
breeding in the Greater Yellowstone area.
COORDINATED GRAYLING/TRUMPETER
SWAN CONSERVATION
Grayling is a rare species of fish that
could be listed as Endangered in the near
future. They depend upon habitats that
are extremely important to Trumpeter
Swans, particularly in Montana’s
Centennial Valley. TTSS is building a program, with private and agency
partners, to find innovative ways to integrate the conservation needs of both
Trumpetings Vol. XXIII No. 1
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TTSS will be monitoring nesting
territories and working with
agencies and private landowners on
site-specific projects to improve or
prevent damage to habitat. We will
also be providing technical expertise
and data to various agencies to
restore
nesting
swans
in
Yellowstone
National
Park,
complete management plans for
several state and federal wildlife
areas in the region, and to prevent
dewatering of important winter
habitat in Idaho’s Snake River.
AUGMENTATION EFFORTS
We
will
be
working
with
agency
and
private partners
to continue releases of Trumpeter
Swans in Oregon and begin releases
in Teton Basin, Idaho, to establish
new nesting groups and increase
connectivity between nesting areas.
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2012 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
CONTINENTWIDE
As the only organization that maintains continuous focus on Trumpeter Swan conservation, TTSS spent hundreds of
hours coordinating with agencies on
proposed actions and plans that
would impact Trumpeter Swans. We
strongly encouraged agencies to
improve
coordination
of
swan
conservation activities among and
within jurisdictions. We continued to call
for process to develop more
dependable agency funding for the
crucial rangewide survey of nesting
Trumpeters that occurs every 5 years.
We increased our efforts to reduce
the amount of lead deposited in swan
habitats from ammunition and
fishing tackle. TTSS joined in suing the
US
Environmental
Protection
Agency for not regulating this very toxic
substance in sporting ammunition.
We continued to work to improve the distribution of Trumpeters, particularly during winter. Through our citizen science
Trumpeter Watch Program, we organized the public to help delineate changes in winter swan distribution in potential
winter range south of the 40th parallel. TTSS continued to play an active role in documenting losses of swans through
collisions with power lines and to work with power companies to develop solutions to reduce future collisions.
REGIONAL - PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Led by our Washington Swan Stewards, TTSS received and
awarded significant grants for reduction of lead poisoning of
swans, investigated new areas where swans are picking up
lead, and continued to document the relationship of land
management practices and swan roosting and foraging use.
We called for additional restrictions on lead in ammunition to
reduce the amount of lead exposure to migratory birds.
Activities with partners have reduced numbers of swan
deaths, but swans are still picking up lead and dying. We
assisted in rehabilitating sick and injured swans for return to
the wild or, if they were not releasable, for use in restoration
programs or education. We assisted agencies and power
companies in identifying problem areas and making lines
more visible to swans, thus reducing injury and death by
collisions. TTSS is providing swan distribution and habitat-use
data and encouraging land-use planners to include swan
habitat needs in their planning processes. Our “Adopt the
Swan” program continued to raise awareness of school
children about swan conservation.

REGIONAL - ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Our work focused primarily in the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem (GYE) of Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana, the yearround home of the only nesting group of Trumpeter Swans in
the lower 48 states that escaped extinction. This region is
also the primary wintering area for over 5,000 Trumpeter
Swans that summer in western Canada. In 2012, we focused
on preventing habitat damage at historic nesting territories,
encouraged nesting in new sites where possible, and helped
2012 Annual Report The Trumpeter Swan Society

the new generation of resource managers understand the
needs and vulnerabilities of nesting Trumpeters. In Idaho,
our primary projects included monitoring most nesting pairs
and presenting summary data to management agencies,
analyzing swan habitat potential at the Mud Lake Wildlife
Management Area, helping agency and private partners lay
the groundwork for reintroducing swans into Teton Basin,
removing barbed wire from wetland areas in Swan Valley,
commenting on several proposals that could degrade key
swan habitats, and launching increased efforts to involve
school kids and private landowners in swan conservation.
In Wyoming, we provided technical assistance and historical
swan information to Yellowstone National Park (YNP), where
resource managers are attempting to reverse recent severe
declines of nesting swans. We also monitored nesting swans
on National Forest lands south of YNP and identified actions
to improve habitat conditions at key territories. We launched
a new program to merge Trumpeter conservation needs with
ongoing state/federal efforts to restore grayling in Montana’s
Centennial Valley, including Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife
Refuge. We helped organize a meeting of regional swan
managers at the refuge to focus on this effort. Our efforts
convinced grayling managers to modify two proposed actions
in ways that reduced potential impacts to swans and resulted
in greater public involvement and support for coordinated
grayling/Trumpeter Swan conservation.
TTSS helped
coordinate and fund partnership efforts to restore and
enhance Trumpeter numbers by releasing additional swans at
wetlands in south-central Oregon.
ttss@trumpeterswansociety.org

763.694.7851

Our efforts to conserve Canadian swans focused on their
wintering grounds in eastern Idaho, where risk of mortality
during a severe winter is high. We worked very hard, but in
vain, to prevent construction of a bridge through an
important roosting area, and provided key swan data that we
hope will help prevent proposed dewatering of almost a mile
of important river habitat. Grants from our North American
Swan Fund helped fund a cygnet mortality research study at
Grays Lake NWR and long-term swan data analysis focusing
on clarifying current trends and identifying future
management strategies to increase population survival.

INTERIOR US AND CANADA
Trumpeter Watch, our citizen science project, is most active
in the range of the Interior Population where we have
th
documented more and more Trumpeters below the 40
parallel in the central and southern Great Plains and the
southern tier of states in the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways.
We continued to work with the Mississippi Flyway states to
take a coordinated approach for Trumpeter Swan
management and to update their outdated Management Plan
for Trumpeters. TTSS worked with the Atlantic Flyway to
implement their first Trumpeter Swan Management Plan,
which calls for significant improvements for monitoring. We
continued to educate students and the public about
Trumpeter Swans and worked on plans to continue
development of swan-centered environmental education.

FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY
PUTTING YOUR DOLLARS TO
WORK
We work hard to keep TTSS
lean and effective. Slightly
over 80 percent of our
expenses was to fund our four
part-time employees.
As
documented in our most
recent (2011) Federal Tax Form 990, 92 percent of our
expenses went directly into programs, 6 percent into
administrative tasks, and 2 percent into fundraising.
Board members have provided substantial volunteer
assistance to help keep our administrative and
fundraising costs low.

SPECIAL PROJECTS
We also conduct a variety of special projects using
restricted donations received for specified purposes.
Often these are habitat projects or responses to a
specific threat or opportunity and are funded mainly by
special donations from individuals, foundations, or
resource agency partnership programs. These funds
fluctuate widely from year to year as projects change.
In 2012, we spent slightly over $60,600, primarily on our
lead poisoning crisis response, Greater Yellowstone
Trumpeter Swan Initiative, Oregon Trumpeter Swan
Enhancement, and reducing power line collisions. We
also received grants for work that we will conduct over
the next 1 to 2 years.

YOUR SUPPORT IS CRUCIAL
To maintain continuity of our Core Programs in trying
economic times, we try to end each year with
unrestricted assets equal to the next year’s Core
Program costs. During 2012, we had to draw down our
unrestricted assets somewhat and ended the year with
$55,871, or about 62 percent of our 2013 core budget
in hand. Until we can rebuild unrestricted assets, we
reduced our Core Programs in 2013 by reducing our
Executive Director’s hours from ½ time to ¼ time.
TTSS needs a full-time Executive Director to
accomplish all the work continentwide that is needed.
With your generous support, we hope to be able to
restore these hours and increase our program staffing
by 2014.
Statement of Financial Position
Assets
12/31/11
12/31/12
Unrestricted
68,507
55,871
Temporarily
24,995
55,404
Restricted
Permanently
10,617
21,322
Restricted
Total Assets
104,119
132,597

CORE PROGRAMS AND OPERATIONS
In 2012, our core unrestricted budget of just over
$91,000 funded most of our continentwide advocacy
and management coordination work; public education
efforts including production of Trumpetings, our
website, and ENews; travel to key swan management
meetings; postage, phone, office rent, administration of
TTSS, membership recruitment, and fundraising. These
crucial unrestricted funds come from membership dues
and Annual Appeal contributions, sales, investment
income, and occasional grants.
2012 Annual Report The Trumpeter Swan Society
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interested and
began joining our
small,
but
effective, group
focused on our
magnificent
white birds.

TTSS AND TRUMPETERS SAY
GOODBYE
TO RAY ST. ORES
A Tribute by David K. Weaver
On 18 October 2012, The Trumpeter Swan Society lost a
good friend. Past Board member and president Ray St.
Ores passed away at the age of 88.

Even after Ray
left the Board, he
maintained his
interest
and
support of the
Society – and
Trumpeter
Swans.
I last
visited with Ray
in early February 2008 in his home in Hudson,
Wisconsin, just above the St. Croix River, where a small
flock of Trumpeters overwintered. These were Ray’s
babies that he kept ever-so-close watch over. I trust
that someone else has assumed the watch.

It was Ray, who
worked with the
Society’s founding
father and first
president Fred King
to arrange and
organize
the
transfer of the first
pair of Trumpeter
Swans to Hennepin
Parks from Red
Rock Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge in
1966. To hear Ray
tell the story, this
was
the
real
beginning of the
Society.

Later, I presented Ray with a photo (above), one that I
took that day of some of “his” cygnets. Rest in peace,
Ray, and thanks for everything. It was a pleasure and
honor to have known and worked with you.
TTSS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
From 17 States and 2 Provinces

In his earlier years, Ray was a World War II veteran, a
member of the US Army Air Corps. Following his
military service, he earned his degree in wildlife biology
from the University of Wisconsin in Madison. He had
the good fortune of being a student under Aldo
Leopold, “the father of modern game management.”
With college degree in hand, Ray went to work in the
early 1950s for the US Fish and Wildlife Service in its
Refuges division. His life’s work revolved around
wetlands, waterfowl, and the environment.

CANADA: British Columbia:
Charles Ayers – Cowichan
Bay, Angela Burnett –
Richmond, John Cooper Errington; Ontario: Donna
Lewis – Aurora, Freda
Stronach – Aurora. USA:
Alaska: Midnight Sun AAZK
Chapter – Anchorage;
Arizona: Kristen Murphy's 3rd
Grade Class – Maricopa;
California: Bob & Marie Gallo
– Modesto, Michael
McCullough – San Jose, Mike
Savino – Sacramento; Idaho: Catherine Dufault – Ashton,
Amy Lientz – Idaho Falls, J. C. Smith – Wayan; Indiana: Leslie
& Alvaro Nieves – Spencer; Massachusetts: David Larson –
Bradford;
Michigan: Maggie Berch – Glennie; Minnesota:
Debra Durkopp – Minneapolis; Missouri: Steve Hinds –
Grandview; Nebraska: Mark Vritska – Lincoln; Oregon:
Forrest Cameron – Turner, Jane Hartline – Portland, Jeffrey
Snyder – Corvallis; Pennsylvania: John Tautin – Conneautville;
South Carolina: Ed & Dawn Diebold – Columbia; Virginia: Sue
Lackey – Covesville; Washington: Galen Buterbaugh –
Spokane, Irving Warner –Port Hadlock,The Teijen Family –
Bellevue, Marcia M. Mueller – Issaquah; Wisconsin: Eugene
M. Roark – Madison, Stanley Temple – Mazomanie;
Wyoming: Debra Patla – Moran.

Ray was on the Society’s Board of Directors from its
inception in 1968 through 1982. He was president
during the period 1974-78. As an employee of the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, his counsel to the Society was
invaluable. It was because of Ray that in 1976 at the 5th
Trumpeter Swan Society Conference in Moose,
Wyoming, Nat Reed, Assistant Secretary of the Interior
for Fish, Wildlife and Parks, was our keynote speaker.
Following the conference, due to Nat’s attendance
there in Jackson Hole, the Fish and Wildlife Service
came to realize there was an organization devoted to
Trumpeter Swans. Suddenly, the Fish and Wildlife
Service at all levels became interested and TTSS started
to grow and mature as a conservation organization.
With the Service’s interest, others also became
Trumpetings Vol. XXIII No.1
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TRAVEL WITH TTSS!
SOUTHERN CHILE
1-10 DECEMBER 2013

Wetlands, Forests, Biodiversity, and Swans
Torres del Paine Extension 10-14 December
Seeing how much participants at TTSS conferences
enjoy our field trips with experts, we are pleased to
announce a new program of TTSS travel
experiences that bring members together as we
explore great places around the globe for swans,
wetlands, and associated species. Photographers,
swan enthusiasts, amateur naturalists, and
professional biologists are all welcome! The tours
of the TTSS Travel Program will be a great way to
learn and experience new places in a relaxed
setting with full field days, great fun over good
food with wine and local brews, picnics, and more.
We inaugurate the program this fall, in a most
spectacular setting – Southern Chile! In 2014, we
plan shorter tours to the Yellowstone Region, the
Yukon, and Oregon’s Malheur country. With your
input, we’ll expand this list in future years.
Join us to explore the inspiring Chilean Lake
District, wild Chiloé Island, and remote and
beautiful Patagonia, including Tierra del Fuego and,
on a tour extension, Torres del Paine National Park.
Two species of swans occur in Southern Chile in
good numbers – the elegant Black-necked Swan
(Cygnus melancoryphus) and the Coscoroba Swan
(Coscoroba coscoroba), a monotypic genus.
Travel with
TTSS focuses
on wetlands
and
waterfowl. In
addition, we
experience
biodiversity,
birds,
and
wildlife across a mix of habitats from lush
Trumpetings Vol. XXIII No. 1

temperate rainforests to the windswept steppes of
Patagonia. Highlights of the trip include our focus
on swans, scenery of snow-capped peaks of the
Andes, seeing three species of penguins at nesting
colonies, and finding rare geese and waders of a
southern affinity. We will also see forest-associated
species from secretive tapaculos to Andean
Condors and impressive Magellanic Woodpeckers.
John Cornely, TTSS Executive Director, hosts a group of
12. For information on cost and details, contact Peg
Abbott, Outreach Coordinator, and owner of Naturalist
Journeys, LLC, our partner company handling
registration for TTSS Travel.
peg@trumpeterswansociety.org
866 900 1146 www.naturalistjourneys.com

HIGHLIGHTS OF
TTSS’S
INAUGURAL
TOUR!
TTSS’s Southern Chile
Tour begins in the
stunning Chilean Lake
District, where our
expert local guide,
Chilean naturalist and
waterfowl
biologist
Ricardo Matus, meets
us at Puerto Montt.
We visit Chiloé Island
where Black-necked
Swan populations are
expanding and venture by boat to the Puñihuil penguin
colony, which is unique in having Magellanic and
Humboldt Penguins breeding side by side. Find
numerous swans and waders at the island’s Caulin Bay
before driving up to the Andes where we spend two
nights in a ski lodge as we explore magnificent southern
temperate rainforests. Enjoy Puerto Varas with its
German heritage and stunning Lake District setting
before flying south to Patagonia, landing at Punta
Arenas. From here we visit an important nesting area for
Ruddy-headed Geese, where numerous other species of
waterfowl abound. On the island of Tierra del Fuego, we
seek out rare waders at fabulous wetlands and see a
newly-established King Penguin colony. We experience
the windy Patagonian steppe, where Guanacos and
Darwin’s Rheas are very much at home and find
southern seabirds while on the ferry ride back to the
mainland. During our extension, we stay at a gracious,
expansive Chilean estancia and explore Torres del Paine
National Park, one of the most beautiful landscapes in
the world.
Photos: Howard Topoff and Carol Simon
A portion of the proceeds of your tour benefit TTSS.
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INTERIOR POPULATION
CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES AND ISSUES
The Interior Population (IP) of Trumpeter Swans includes birds nesting from
the Northern Great Plains east to the Atlantic Coast of North America. By the
early 1900s, Trumpeters were completely absent from this part of their
historic range. Throughout the continent, overharvest of the swans for food
and for their feathers led to their near extinction. The approximately 10,000
Trumpeters in the Interior Population today are all the result of restoration
efforts by state, provincial, and federal agencies. The Board and staff of TTSS
played major roles in most of these efforts.
Interior Population restoration began in 1960 with the translocation of
Trumpeters from Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge in Montana to
Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge in southwestern South Dakota. The next
restoration was initiated in 1966 by Hennepin County Park Reserve District
near the Twin Cities in Minnesota. Personnel of Hennepin Parks, the Wildlife
Management Institute, and the Delta Waterfowl Research Station in
Manitoba started The Trumpeter Swan Society in 1968. Over the ensuing 45
years, TTSS Board members, members, and staff have played leading roles in
successful restorations in Minnesota, Ontario, Michigan, Wisconsin, and
Iowa. The refuge manager at Lacreek NWR, Harold Burgess, later served on
the TTSS Board and as Board President. This growing population now nests in
three of the four waterfowl flyways, the Central, Mississippi, and Atlantic.
After many years of restoration and slow growth, the IP has increased
significantly in recent years. However, wetlands continue to be lost at an
alarming rate and the future is uncertain. With swans, the tradition of
migration is not innate; it is largely a behavior learned from adult swans and
passed down over the millennia to their offspring. Most restoration birds
have not had the benefit of parental guidance to learn the historic migration
pathways and wintering areas. Before European settlement, many of these
Trumpeters wintered in wetland areas like the Gulf Coast and Chesapeake
Bay. One of our major concerns for this population is the quantity and
quality of migration and wintering habitat and how to reestablish migration
traditions that were lost when the ancestral IP birds were eliminated.
Monitoring and management of Interior Trumpeter Swans are more
fragmented than management of the PCP and RMP swans. Because
restoration efforts were initiated on a state-by-state or province-by-province
basis, management evolved along the same lines. An IP management plan
was not completed until nearly 40 years after the initial restoration was
initiated.
The planning effort was only started after persistent
encouragement by TTSS and our offer to lead and facilitate, but it did not
include the Atlantic Flyway portion of the IP range. Due to the efforts of
TTSS, most areas of the IP are now covered under flyway management plans.
However, we continue to work diligently
to improve coordination and consistency
among the multiple agencies that
manage portions of the IP. Although
federal agencies have the ultimate
responsibility for conservation and
management of IP Trumpeter Swans,
they have not taken a leading role.
Trumpetings Vol. XXIII No. 1
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Trumpeter management within the
Mississippi Flyway is often delegated
to the state nongame migratory bird
programs, even though the swans are
a game bird by treaty definition. In
several instances, the personnel with
the lead in Trumpeter conservation
are not members of the Mississippi
Flyway Swan Committee and a
number of states with migrating or
wintering Trumpeters are not
represented at all.
Monitoring
techniques and timing are varying
from area to area, even during the
coordinated continental rangewide
survey completed every 5 years.
TTSS has also been concerned for
decades about Trumpeters remaining
in or near the nesting areas during
winter rather than migrating to more
southerly areas as their ancestors did.
Another related issue is the lack of
habitat assessment of potential winter
habitat within the historic range of
Trumpeters in the IP region. If the IP
continues to increase as it has in
recent years, both of these issues will
become more critical. Our Trumpeter
Watch program is detecting more
Trumpeters wintering below the 40th
parallel and reclaiming more of their
historic habitat. This has proven to be
a very useful project, but lack of
dedicated funding and staffing has
limited its scope.
March 2013

Cornely, Executive Director of TTSS, are co-chairs of the
host committee and along with Local Committee chair,
Jerry Serie, will supervise local arrangements. Dr. Eileen
Rees of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust in the United
Kingdom will coordinate the scientific program for the
5th International Swan Symposium. A call for papers will
be circulated in the early spring. The program should be
nearly final by October 2013.

THE WETLANDS
INTERNATIONAL/IUCN SSC SWAN
SPECIALIST GROUP AND
THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY
WILL CONVENE
TH
THE 5 INTERNATIONAL SWAN
SYMPOSIUM!
Easton, Maryland, 3 - 6 February 2014

The symposium will be held in
Easton, Maryland, at the
Tidewater Inn (www.tidewaterinn.com).
A block of rooms has been reserved at the rate of
$105.00 for single and double occupancy. Main airports
for this venue are Baltimore/Washington International
and Dulles International. Registration fees also have yet
to be determined, but we hope to offer discounts for
early registration and students. Join the world’s swan
experts and help make the 5th International Swan
Symposium a great success.
Funding ISS will be a serious undertaking for our small group,
so we are actively seeking sponsors to help pay the bills.
Business Members note: this is a special opportunity for
donations that will bring visibility for you on our website and
in printed conference materials.
Please contact Becky Abel for details.
babel@trumpeterswansociety.org

The meeting is being hosted by The Trumpeter Swan
Society (TTSS) and will also serve as the 23rd Trumpeter
Swan Society Conference. Mark your calendar to join us
on the historic Eastern Shore of Chesapeake Bay,
famous for waterfowl, other waterbirds, and wetland
resources.

PHOTO CREDITS:

The International Swan Symposium (ISS) will feature
three days of contributed scientific papers, posters, and
workshops, with a field trip to view thousands of Tundra
Swans on the second or third day of the meeting. An
optional field trip or trips may also be organized.
Papers will cover all aspects of swan ecology, with
workshops providing an opportunity to discuss a few
specific conservation issues.
Becky Abel, Associate Director of TTSS, and Dr. John

We thank Trumpeter Swan enthusiast Richard (Dick) Sonnen for the
many great swan photographs featured in this issue. Dick is a
retired Art Director with a Fine Arts background. He travels
extensively as a Fine Arts photographer, in pursuit of subjects and
inspiration, particularly in SE Asia. He lives in Afton, Minnesota,
where numerous Trumpeters on open water channels of the St.
Croix River captured his interest. Their elegance and tolerance of
patient photographers has him hooked. He says of this winter, “This
has been an old fashioned winter with plenty of snow and bitter cold,
so photography has been challenging and especially rewarding. The
extreme cold has kept the open water channels narrow (bringing the
swans close) and the sub-zero steam adds a whole new dimension.
The sight of these beautiful birds flying through whirls of steam
literally took my breath away…” John Cornely photo, Pg. 1, Dave Sharp;
Artwork: Pg. 7, Dr. Paul Johnsgard; Pg. 5, Narca Moore-Craig.
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