






*Landowners 

 > Porter family – Grover 

 > Eliason family – Thayne 

 > Bagley family – Grover 

 > all landowners along the Salt River whom have swan visitors and  
 provide habitat for swans and other wildlife 

*Personnel of the Red Rocks Lake NWR and Greys Lake NWR 

*My wife and sons Rex, Clint, and Dusty who participated with me in most of the field 
monitoring, raising cygnets, and record-keeping 

*The local Game Warden, Dwayne Hyde, worked with local people in protecting and 
enjoying the swans 

*State Waterfowl Supervisor, Leonard Serdiuk, Lander, WY 

 

*** Special Note: THIS PRESENTATION IS A VERY CONDENSED SUMMARY OF ALL OF 
THE PLANNING, THOUGHT PROCESSES,  AND EXPERIMENTAL WORK IT TOOK TO 
SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENT THIS PROJECT.   While conducting swan and crane work in 
the field many hours were spent by myself (Dave L.) and Dr. Rod Drewien  planning and 
testing strategies for behavioral modification in swans.  Swans and cranes are very long-
lived species;  have excellent memory retention; have very similar life cycle strategies for 
pioneering, finding security and food,  and establishing tradition. However, breaking 
traditions when they become established over periods of years can become detrimental to 
the population and may require the interdiction of man to induce pioneering to new 
habitats.  

 

 



Trumpeter Swan Distribution in North America – pre 1990 



























 

 

 
















































